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www.maumeevalleygrowers.com  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
- MINUTES -

Thursday – August 13, 2015
NOON
Palmer Energy Company – Conference Room
 
President Jill Bench called the meeting to order at 12:06 pm.  

Board Attendees (13):   Joe Perlaky, Greg Barrow, Jill Bench, Deb Bettinger, Kim Bunge, Jeff Creque, Robin Hawkins, Bob Hoen, Ralph Keefe, Josh Miller, Beth Scheckelhoff, Anne Schenk, and Sara Brick-Sturt were present.  Walt Krueger was absent.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS
President Report – Jill Bench is scheduled to meet with Dick Bostdorff next week regarding his suggestion that MVGA consider expand the organization. No further details at this point. She also informed us that the two $500.00 scholarships have been awarded to Jake Rothert and Chris Schenk, both students at Michigan State University.  
Vice-President Report – No report.
Secretary Report – After reading the minutes individually, Jeff Creque moved to accept, and Beth Scheckelhoff seconded. Motion was unanimously approved. 

Treasurer’s Report – Bob Hoen gave the Treasurer’s report and stated the checkbook balance is $42,898. We currently have receivables of $12,934 - mainly from recently invoiced Ohio Gas program participants.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Joe Perlaky reported on his activities and hours spent since our last meeting.
· We were able to increase the Farmer’s Market $20,000 grant to $23,000 by reallocating a $5,000 underutilized travel expense line item.  
· We should be hearing from the USDA on our $133,000 Implementation Food Hub Grant proposal in about 4 weeks. 
· Joe completed a Marketing fact sheet.  It will be used as part of our Annual meeting report and mailer.
· We reviewed our new website online.
· COMMITTEE REPORTS

Business Committee-Chair (s) Jeff Creque, Anne Schenk 
· Composting – Jeff reported that some members recently enjoyed the opportunity to tour Hirzel’s composting facility. Issues still need to be worked out regarding the expense and logistics of packaging and labeling. Retailers that trialed the product this spring indicated that it performed well.  It was decided our next step is to meet with Joe Hirzel, Lou Kozma and Bridget Burgess to establish long term plans regarding MVGA’s involvement.


· Recycling – Program successfully completed for this season. A total of 65 pallets were picked up from the 4 locations.  Joe will check on getting some of the plastic foldable units back.
Education/Events-Chair (s) Beth Scheckelhoff, Josh Miller
· The Retail Roundtable took place on July 21st at Wolf’s Blooms & Berries, and included a tour of Hirzel Farms’ compost production facility. Discussion of current topics led to a suggestion that we explore creating an informational mobile app for MVGA.
· There will be no fall tour this year due to conflicts with other shows and events already scheduled.
· Annual meeting set for Thursday, November 19th at Strawberry Acres in Holland. 
· Plans continue for a seminar in January or February 2016 pertaining to employee management and family business issues.  The January Winter Conference is tentatively scheduled at Don Schmidlin’s in Delta.  On e of the speakers will be his solar array installer.
· Beth will offer “Real Colors” training in conjunction with the December 10th board meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
Josh had discussion with Congresswoman Kaptur’s office regarding potential floriculture tour/turnpike corridor beautification concept.  State and local agencies such as: Ohio Farm Bureau, Ohio Tourism Bureau, City of Toledo, Toledo-Lucas Co. Port Authority, and Keep Toledo-Lucas Co. Beautiful (KTLCB) were mentioned as potential collaborators.
The Finance committee will be meeting in September or October.
Robin Hawkins will be attending an ONLA meeting in Columbus on behalf of the government committee. He reported that grower attendance at state level meetings is typically poor and therefore our needs are not well represented.
The Nominating committee needs to recruit 5 new candidates to serve on the board of directors before the October 8th meeting.

Membership enrollment forms for 2016 will be included in the October mailer, together with invitations to the annual meeting.  The information is already posted on-line.
Kim moved to adjourn and Ralph seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:37 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
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Next Board meeting:  Thursday, Oct 8th at Palmer Energy (5577 Airport Hwy.) at Noon

