[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]MAUMEE VALLEY (ROWERS \
Choose the Very Best. é





BOARD OF DIRECTORS

- MINUTES -

Thursday – Aug 08, 2019
NOON
Palmer Energy Company – Conference Room
Tom Wardell called the meeting to order at 12:03 pm.    
Board Attendees (10):   J. Perlaky, J. Boldt, K. Bunge, J. Bench, T. Creque, A. Schenk, S. Dabrunz, Bob Hoen, Beth Scheckelhoff, and T. Wardell.  Excused: K. Gahler, W. Smith, Phil Riehm, and E. Stallkamp.  Absent: Ralph Keefe 
President Report:

No Report
V. President Report:

No Report

Secretary Report:

Kim Bunge made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Seconded by Scott Dabrunz.  Unanimous acceptance.
Treasurer Report:

Bob Hoen reported a checkbook balance of $33,375.26 and $7,511.66 in receivables at the end of July. Jill Bench made a motion to accept the report, and Kim Bunge seconded.  Unanimous acceptance.
Executive Director Report:
a. MVGA Report (Floriculture) – Joe Perlaky
· Greenhouse Sale:

· There were preliminary discussions regarding the Ohio Gas program and potentially losing one of MVGA’s greenhouse participants.  Palmer Energy’s Anne Schenk is in the process of scheduling our regular fall gas meeting.  More on this later.

· The July meeting with OSU’s Dean Kress scheduled to be held at Penta was cancelled. A follow-up letter was written and sent to her describing potential industry opportunities between the pubic, private and academia sectors.

· Monrovia Status/Lines of Credit

· Tom Wardell, Bob Hoen’s and Joe Perlaky met with Monrovia sales representative Rusty Storrer on June 30th. to discuss new opportunities with their program.  More will be known in a few weeks regarding a potential line of credit or credit card needs.   Joe was asked to provide Steve Weihl at Ag Credit with MVGA year-end tax returns and tax-exempt status documents.
· MVGA Report (Food) – Joe Perlaky
· MVGA continues to partner with the Oberlin Food Hub.  They are pursuing other opportunities that may allow for greater collaboration with MVGA.

· New Opportunity:  I met with Scott Delaney on 08-07-19 to discuss Fresh Spoke and MVGA’s potential future non-GAP certified food prospects.  More will be known soon.
Committee Reports:
a. Education/Events:
Several ideas were discussed regarding our upcoming Annual Meeting and 2020 calendar year of events.
· Possibly honor greenhouses with different milestones such as 1-year, 5-year, 10-year and 25-years in business etc.  If we proceed, Beth Scheckelhoff will put together a PowerPoint presentation highlighting each milestone.
· See if Rusty Storrer is available to speak on behalf of our new Monrovia program?

Tom Creque volunteered their facility for January’s Winter Conference on January 16, 2020. 
· Several sessions could be offered for farmers to achieve a variety of education credits of 1-3 hours.  8:30 Registration, Noon with MVGA providing lunch, maybe 1-2 pm Food Hub discussion.
· Should Owens or Penta participate along with business suppliers by providing vendor displays?

Beth Schecklehoff suggested a date in February could be dedicated to OSU Reloaded.  Hoen’s Greenhouse was mentioned as a possible meeting location.

Klotz Greenhouse may be a good choice location and will be asked if he would host  the March 12, 2020 Retail Roundtable.

It was also recommended that the Nominating Committee be expanded to assist both Tom Creque and Eric Stallkamp in their recruitment efforts.

b. Marketing Committee:

Tom Wardell and Jill Bench discussed a possible meeting in September to review 2019 marketing programs and potential new programs for 2020.  A couple of suggestions were mentioned:

· A retail greenhouse tour similar to the wine trails.  Maybe in combination with a wine and/or beer tour?

· Cindy Bench would like to have our grower location maps updated for printing and handout purposes.

Kim Bunge made a motion to adjourn and seconded by Jennifer Boldt.  Unanimous acceptance.

The meeting concluded at 2:00 pm.  
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Next Board meeting:  Thursday, June 13, 2019 at Palmer Energy (5577 Airport Hwy.) at Noon

