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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
- MINUTES -

Thursday – February 12, 2015
NOON

Palmer Energy Company – Conference Room

 
President Jill Bench called the meeting to order at 12:01 pm.  

Board Attendees (13):  Josh Miller, Joe Perlaky, Bob Hoen, Anne Schenk, Kim Bunge,  Jill Bench, Jeff Creque, Ralph Keefe, 
Sara Brick-Sturt, Greg Barrow, Beth Scheckelhoff, Robin Hawkins and Walt Krueger.  Deb Bettinger was excused.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

President Report - Jill Bench stated she and Joe Perlaky communicate daily.  January and February is a very busy time of 
year for several of our committees.  

Vice-President Report – No report.
 
Secretary Report - The minutes were read individually and approved unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report – Bob Hoen gave the Treasurer’s report and stated there is a checkbook balance of $70,343.83. The 
deposits from the annual meeting have all been made including initial receipts (request #1) from the Feasibility Study 
grant.  The report was approved.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

Joe Perlaky reported on his activities and hours spent since our last meeting.

 Updates on 2 active grants:  The Feasibility Study focusing on the Erie Street Market as a food hub location (or 
not) will be completed the end of April.  The Farmers’ Market promotional grant will continue most of the year.  

 City of Toledo greenhouse structure classification: Joe will meet with Toledo’s Councilwomen Sandy Spang and 
their land bank division to discuss hoop house rules and regulation within the city.  There will also be a meeting 
held on Feb. 25th with the economic development department. 

  Cincinnati grower’s collaboration:  It is hoped that MVGA, the Cincinnati and Cleveland Growers Associations 
(maybe others) could meet for a networking session sometime during the AmricanHort show in July.  Beth is 
checking into this possibility.



COMMITTEE REPORTS

Business Committee-Chair (s) Jeff Creque, Anne Schenk
 Jeff reported that the business committee has met twice recently, and distributed minutes from those meetings. 

They are working with Joe on the Food Hub Feasibility grant and would like to involve more farmers.  One more 
meeting is expected before the grant is submitted the end of April.  He also commented on receiving more useful
grower information from MSU than OSU. 

 Anne reported that the market on gas has gone up a little in recent weeks.  Some growers have expressed a 
desire for the purchases to be more aggressive. She added that when the market is down, people tend to be less
interested in participating.

 Jeff reported that Hirzel’s Canning is interested in working with MVGA to promote their compost program to our 
members.  Bridget Burgess will be making a brief presentation at the Feb 19th Winter Conference.

Education Committee-Chair (s) Beth Scheckelhoff, Josh Miller
 Josh and Beth distributed minutes from their Jan 8th committee meeting and gave updates about the upcoming 

educational events, including MVGA’s  Winter Conference on Feb 19th at Sustainable Local Foods, the Retail 
Roundtable on Feb 27th at Hoen’s, as well as Spring Alive 2015 at the Toledo Zoo from Feb 26 – Mar 1,2015.  
Several members are exhibiting or making presentations.

 Beth reported that she is leading a 6 week OSU Extension program for women in agriculture called Annie’s 
Project, and 6 members are participating with scholarship money from MVGA.

 Josh anticipates another recycling pickup day by the end of April.

Marketing Committee-Chair (s) Jill Bench
 Jill provided the minutes of the marketing committee’s Jan 28th and Feb 05th meetings. She discussed ongoing 

programs including, collaborating with the Ronald McDonald House charity, coupons and advertising 
opportunities for members in Buzz book, The Blade, Val Pak, BG Sentinel and the Free Press.  

 The committee is asking the board to budget $1000 in discretionary funds to be used to promote MVGA without 
the need of grower matching funds.  After discussion of the issue, Walt made a motion to add a line item to the 
budget for $1000 for the purpose of marketing of MVGA.  Jeff seconded and it was approved by all board 
members.

Membership Committee-Chair (s) Deb Bettinger, Sara Brick-Sturt
 No recent meetings.
 Joe stated that all members have been invoiced twice, about 25 have not yet renewed for 2015. We also have 

less than half the number of sponsor members as last year.  This is about the same status as last year at this 
time.  Deb, Sara and Beth will begin making reminder calls and encourage them to renew their membership.

NEW BUSINESS

Beth mentioned the opportunity to obtain a GAP certificate by attending the Good Agricultural Practices programs being 
offered in Fulton and Lucas counties. This may be of interest to those handling fresh food and produce, since many 
farmers markets are now requiring this of vendors.

There was discussion to simplify the “trading” of dollars between the Education/Events committee.  Our accountant 
suggested all expenses throughout the year be paid by MVGA and have only one check written at the end of the year to 
reconcile the books.  

Ann moved to adjourn and Robin seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Sara Brick-Sturt, Secretary

Next Board meeting:  Thursday, April 10th at Palmer Energy (5577 Airport Hwy.) at Noon


