
Business Committee Meeting
02-06-14

DRAFT
The Business committee met at Charlie’s Restaurant on Airport Hwy at 5:30 pm.  The 
meeting was called to order by Co-Chairman, Jeff Creque.

Attendance (8):

Jeff Creque, Joe Perlaky, Gene Klotz, Tom Wardell, Erick Stallkamp, Josh Miller, Ralph 
Keefe and Anne Schenk.

Business/Program Opportunities: 
• Energy: Electric & Natural Gas

o We will continue to pursue our “Growers Energy Solution” program 
in both Ohio and Michigan.  Eric will work with Anne Schenk on our 
Kalamazoo growers.  We will provide him with a list of our electric 
and gas participants.

o Further discussion (next Business Committee meeting?) needed to 
identify additional industry partners such as florists etc.

• Energy: Propane Purchase/Program
o Joe was contacted by one of our area propane dealers asking us if 

MVGA would be interested in pursuing a collaborative co-op 
purchasing program.  The committee was doubtful based on our 
past effort five years ago but authorized him to pursue and gather 
more facts.  It may involve MVGA large purchase commitments and 
some type of distribution strategy.

• Energy - Recycling 
o Previously a non-cash flow program, there is a possibility that if 

MVGA takes more of a leadership role involving the pickup 
schedule and routing, some commission $ may be available.  Josh 
Miller to work with Joe to implement in the spring.

• Energy - Audits/Grants
o As a potential measure to reduce operational costs, the committee 

was open to invite speakers to MVGA functions keeping them 
informed on renewable energy developments and new 
technologies.  This would include no or low cost funding options 
and grants.

o Anne Schank and Joe would put together a menu of choices that are 
available for grower considerations.



• Programs Expansion: Co-ops
o Monrovia – Joe will continue to work with Rusty Storrer in 

promoting the program.

o North Branch – The committee suggested Joe to set up a meeting 
with Tom Oberhouse to discuss a future partnership.

o Other partnerships were evaluated but put on hold until more 
information is known about North Branch’s participation level.

• Clearinghouse Program, CDL drivers 
o The committee expressed interest in pursuing a new (non-cash) 

program that would create a list of available CDL drivers for hire by 
MVGA members.  This may involve some legal considerations, 
application evaluations and other vetting tasks before it can be 
rolled out to our members and published on our website.  Matt 
Brodbeck and Joe will work together in developing this possible 
value added member service.   

Other:
• Bylaws Change Recommendation:

o The Business Committee recommends that the Bylaws committee 
considers the following language modification for Board approval.  
(Change in RED)

Business Programs
(Energy, Insurance, Recycling etc.)
To maintain, review and implement programs or services that help 
increase member and/or MVGA profitability either through 
increased sales or decreased expenses.

• Food Production, Seasonal Extension (Belgium model)
o Joe reported of continued interest in the production of food 

products using a variety of media (Soil/Hydroponic/Variation).  
There may be an organizational role for MVGA in the future.  The 
committee suggests he keep MVGA informed as opportunities 
arise.

o Meet with Toledo Mayor Michael Collins (or his representative) to 
promote area beautification activities.  Joe will contact Dennis 
Garber Commissioner of Parks and Recreation to gauge interest.



• R & D Opportunities with UT, OSU, MSU and Private Sector Companies
o UT may be expanding their algae research and require the need of 

a greenhouse facility.  Joe will keep everyone informed as the 
opportunity becomes available.  Several growers are interested.  
Robin Hawkins informed the committee that there are actually 
“algae houses” specifically designed to this purpose.

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm


