
Composting is the biological decomposition of organic substrates under conditions that allow 
development of thermophile heat to produce a final product that is stable free of pathogen and plant 
seeds and stabilization.

When used properly, the addition of high quality compost to your soils can:
 Improve plant growth in poor or marginal soils.
 Reduce surface crusting, and compaction in clay soils.  Leading to improve drainage, increase

beneficial soil microbial activity.  
 Promote a favorable environment for soil microbes, which can reduce the need for chemical 

fertilizer.  
 Improve soil organic carbon, which is the basis of soil fertility.  Application of, manure and 

“green manures” (or cover crops) can also increase levels of carbon in the soil.

Organically made composts contain both macro- and micro-nutrients, in proportions not typically 
present in most fertilizer inputs. Nutrients in composts are released slowly, thus providing more 
balanced nutrition throughout the growing season while reducing leaching potential. Organically 
made composts can also buffer soil acidity or alkalinity so as to develop a more optimal pH for plant 
growth. In addition to adding nutrients, the main benefit of using composts is the improvement of soil
structure. In some cases, a healthy soil structure can even aid in suppressing crop diseases.

At Hirzel Farms, we are making high quality, pathogen free organic compost from:
 Food waste from local businesses.
 Yard waste from local municipalities (tree grindings, leaves etc.)   
 Animal waste and vegetation waste from local farms.

The ingredients are placed in large windrows, which are mixed every 3 days and take anywhere from 
5-7 months to become “finished compost”.  During this time, CO2 levels and temperatures are 
monitored twice a week to ensure proper levels are maintained throughout the process. This form 
accelerated composting produces no more CO2 in the environment, than would a natural “biological 
decomposition”, (such as a tree rotting on the floor of a forest). 
All compost produced by HF is tested by an independent lab before leaving our facility. This testing is 
done to verify the nutritive properties of each batch, as well to insure the absence of any pathogens, 
or heavy metals.

For the organic grower: applying 15 ton of our compost per acre (applied every 4 years) will yield, 
similar to that of a full season fallowed cover crop, (such as red clover, or vernal alfalfa).
Around the home:   HF compost can be applied directly to the base of growing trees, flowers, shrubs, 
without the worry of harming the plants.  Recommended rates are as follows:
Flower and vegetable gardens:  100 lbs.  for 100 sq. ft. of soil before planting .
Nursery plantings (tree shrubs, bushes, etc..)  1 part compost to 3 parts soil.
New lawns: Mix 100 lbs. of compost into 100 sq. ft.  of soil before seeding.  After seed has been 
sown, keep well watered to stimulate growth.
Hirzel Farms compost is in compliance with GOA section codes §§205.203 of National Organic Program
and USDA. 
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