
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday – April 10, 2008 
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM 
TBG - Terrace Room 

 
 
 

• Dean Krauskopf called the meeting to order at 8:07 am 
 

• Attendance: (21) 
 

- Joe Perlaky, Dean Krauskopf, Scott Leisner, Serenity Carr, Tony Keil, 
Dick Bostdorff, Bill Dearing, Charles Krause, Tom Creque, Kirk 
Mizerek, Andy Keil, Bob Hornak, Jonathan Franz, Omar Zeidan, 
Shlomo Israel, Beth Fausey, Paula Ross, George Bush, Bob Hoen, 
Theresa Hoen, and Michael Carroll . 

 
• Official Business: Bylaws 

 
- A motion to adopt the Advisory Group amendment recommendation 

stating: “Continuously modify and promote sound energy, water, and 
nutrient management while blending environmental stewardship with 
good business practice” was made by Dick Bostdorff and seconded 
by Tony Keil.  The motion passed unanimously.   

- A motion to adopt the Advisory Group recommendation to set the 
Association Membership Fees at $100 and for a third level of 
membership entitled “Education/Government” at $50 was made by 
Dick Bostdorff and seconded by Bill Dearing.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

- Joe Perlaky will present a draft text version language describing the 
Education/Government category level at the next Advisory Group 
members meeting on June 5th. 

 
 
                                    

• New Business: 
- Paula Ross reported she attended a conference in MI discussing developing systems 

for growing food.  Further information will follow. 
- Joe provided the group with an update on the recycling program.  The growers were 

asked if they preferred bringing their recyclables to a centralized location or have the 
recycling company come to their greenhouses on a pre scheduled basis.  The growers 
recommended the latter.  The issue of bailing the plastic seems to be the biggest 
concern. 

- Beth Fausey introduced two greenhouse grower representatives visiting us from the 
country of Israel, Shlomo Israel and Omar Zeidan. They are touring several of our 
NW and SE greenhouse and research facilitates. 
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- Kirk Mizerek stated the number of grower members involved in the gas program 
continues to grow and we are saving them money, however, the market overall is 
experiencing higher overall prices.  Fortunately, grower use will decline sharply in 
April. 

- Beth stated that sensors are available for the growers.  She will also be collecting 
plant samples for diagnostic testing.  Turnaround is 1-2 days.   

- Beth also mentioned there is a pilot program for a bus tour of the greenhouses on 
April 29th.  Growers can inform her if they want to be a stop for a possible tour in 
June.  Paula will be doing day trips.  There is an agriculture incubator facility in 
Bowling Green.  This is a demonstration facility that will feature a four section 
greenhouse demonstrating bio fuels. 

- Scott Leisner reported that there is a meeting next Monday regarding research and 
interaction with native plants.  All growers are welcome. 

- Serenity Carr stated that planning for the Lucas County Fair/NW OH Rib-Off is going 
well.  Scheduling is being done for the times and dates the growers will participate.  
We will be contacting the growers next week to discuss specific programs for the 
event.  Growers can assist by providing staffing and encouraging their peers to 
participate.  Those interested in taking advantage of this opportunity can call Joe at 
(419)356-4847. 

 
Advertising and Promotion 
- Joe reported there are 130,000 (8 page) magazine-type inserts distributed soon that 

will feature various growers, highlights, stories, and plant care advice.  It will include 
$25 discounts given as prizes - 2 drawings a week for a six week period. 

- The Flower Bus still has another year and a half left in our agreement extending to 
the end of 2009.   

- Buckeye Cable commercials will remain the same as last year which include 250 
spots each for the months of April and May.  These spots will have the “Flower 
Power” and “Buy Local” theme.  There will be 200 spots in June specific to the “Buy 
Local” theme.   

- We will increase our marketing outreach with TV 5.  It will feature ~ fifteen 2-3 
minute segments on outdoor and indoor floriculture usages.  Some suggested 
segments are on patio decoration and planting, interior placement and rain garden 
design ideas.  These segments air on Saturday evening and Sunday mornings on a 
26 week schedule.   

- Eco-Track will continue on WTOL Channel 11 through the end of the year on Mondays 
and Thursdays during the weather segment. 

 
Presentation 
- Jonathan Frantz provided information on the accumulation potential for silicon.  He 

also presented information on silicon’s alleviation of copper stress. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 am.   
 
Minutes submitted by Serenity Carr. 
 
 
 
 

The next meeting is June 12 
8:00 am 

Toledo Botanical Gardens 


